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Abstract

This article is aimed to study changes in passenger traffic of land transport (including
HSR, Taiwan Railway, national highway bus (NHB) and small car) in western Taiwan inter-
city corridor, changes in public transport market of western Taiwan, and causes to changes in
HSR passenger traffic in 2014-2017. Outcome of this article may serve as the reference of
management and decision making by the MOTC and relevant incumbent entities.

Keywords: Western Taiwan inter-city land transport, high-speed rail (HSR), Taiwan Railway,
national highway passenger transport
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Abstract

The Ministry of Health and Welfare reported that the fatalities caused by traffic
crashes in recent years accounted for 50% of the total number of fatalities of all
kinds of accidents in Taiwan. The social costs of traffic crashes are essentially high
and it has become a crucial issue of the nation. According to the statistics from the
National Police Agency, young drivers were the major group involving in the
traffic crashes among all age groups. Speeding, a major contributory factor in both
the number and severity of traffic crashes, was prevailing among young drivers,
especially for young motorcyclists. Speeding encompasses excessive speed
(driving above the speed limit) or inappropriate speed (driving too fast for the
conditions, but within the limits) (OECD, ECMT, 2006).

This study aims to investigate the speeding behavior under various circumstances
among young motorcyclists. There were 275 valid sample collected from a
national university in northern Taiwan. The survey results revealed that peer
pressure and the presence of speed carmaras had significant influences on riding
speeds for young motorcyclists. Experienced motorcyclists tended to ride faster.
Young motorcyclists would slow down under adverse conditions; however, their
riding speeds were still too fast for the situations. The possible reason might be
the young motorcyclists overestimate their riding ability or they fail to perceive
safe speeds under adverse conditions. Inappropriate speed would impair the
motorcyclists’ ability to perceive the hazards in traffic or the surroundings, which
might attribute to the occurrence of traffic crashes. It is recommended that the
enhancement of traffic safety education and campaigns might help to improve the
awareness of adverse conditions and adapt appropriate riding speeds on roads.
Keywords: speeding, young motorcyclist, adverse conditions
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